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History of islamic education and the digital 
identity of minangkabau adolescents: an 
anthropological study of social media 

 
Lisna Sandora*), Yulniza Yulniza 
Universitas Islam Negeri Imam Bonjol Padang, Indonesia 
 

  ABSTRACT  

 This qualitative literature review explores the intersection of the history 
of Islamic education and the digital identity of Minangkabau 
adolescents, with a particular focus on their use of social media. Islamic 
education has long been a cornerstone of cultural and social identity in 
Minangkabau society, deeply influencing the moral, religious, and social 
values of its people. Over time, the integration of modern technological 
platforms, particularly social media, has significantly transformed how 
Minangkabau adolescents engage with their cultural heritage and 
religious education. This study applies an anthropological lens to 
understand how these adolescents navigate their digital identities, 
balancing traditional Islamic values with contemporary digital 
influences. By reviewing existing literature on Islamic education, digital 
culture, and identity formation, this research highlights the challenges 
and opportunities faced by young Minangkabau in maintaining cultural 
authenticity while participating in globalized online spaces. The 
findings underscore the dual role of social media as both a platform for 
cultural expression and a space for generational tension, where 
traditional values often clash with modern, global digital trends. This 
study aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the evolving 
relationship between cultural heritage, religious education, and the 
digital world for indigenous adolescents, offering insights into the 
broader impacts of digitalization on youth identity formation in post-
colonial, Muslim-majority societies. 
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Introduction  

The intricate relationship between traditional educational systems and modern digital landscapes has 
become a focal point in understanding the evolving identities of youth in many parts of the world. 
One such case is the Minangkabau region of West Sumatra, Indonesia, where the unique cultural and 

historical context of Islamic education intersects with the pervasive influence of social media on 
adolescents' lives. Islamic education in Minangkabau has a long and storied history, shaped by 
centuries of interaction between local traditions, Islamic teachings, and the socio-political structures 
of the region. This educational tradition has not only served as the primary means of religious 
instruction but has also played a pivotal role in shaping the moral, cultural, and social fabric of 
Minangkabau society (Dewi, 2024). The traditional pesantren, or Islamic boarding schools, which 

have been central to the transmission of Islamic values, provide a strong foundation in the religious 
and cultural norms that guide the daily lives of Minangkabau people. In this context, Islamic 
education has been more than just an academic pursuit; it is a means of preserving identity, instilling 
values, and fostering a sense of belonging in a rapidly changing world. 
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However, in the modern era, the digital revolution has introduced a new dimension to the 
development of identity, especially among the youth. Social media platforms such as Instagram, 
Facebook, Twitter, and TikTok have become central to the lives of adolescents, offering a globalized 
space where they can explore, share, and express their ideas, beliefs, and values. This has led to a 
dynamic tension between the cultural norms embedded in the traditional Islamic educational system 

and the open, often secular, nature of the digital world. Minangkabau adolescents, like their peers 
globally, are navigating the complexities of this digital age, where access to information and 
interaction with peers from across the world has reshaped their worldview (Alfurqan et al., 2025). On 
one hand, social media offers them a platform to assert their identity, share their cultural practices, 
and engage with others on a global scale. On the other hand, it exposes them to foreign influences 
that may conflict with or challenge the deeply ingrained values they receive from their Islamic 

education and Minangkabau cultural heritage (Achruh & Sukirman, 2024). 

The role of social media in shaping the digital identity of Minangkabau adolescents is a relatively 
underexplored area, particularly in terms of how it interacts with the Islamic education that has 
traditionally been the backbone of their moral and cultural upbringing (Achruh & Sukirman, 2024). 
How do these adolescents reconcile the Islamic teachings they receive at their pesantren with the 
often contradictory messages presented through social media? What role does social media play in 

either reinforcing or challenging their religious and cultural identity? These questions are central to 
understanding the contemporary challenges faced by Minangkabau youth, and more broadly, the 
impact of globalization and digital media on traditional educational practices. 

Furthermore, it is important to recognize the complexity of identity formation in the context of 
Minangkabau society, which has its own unique cultural values rooted in the matrilineal system, 

where lineage and inheritance are passed through the mother’s side. This cultural distinction has 

significant implications for gender roles, family structures, and social relations within the 
community. In this framework, Islamic education has been instrumental in promoting specific gender 
norms and roles that are consistent with Minangkabau values. However, with the advent of social 
media, these norms are often contested by the globalized ideas of gender equality, individualism, and 
personal freedom. The digital space, with its widespread reach and diverse content, serves as a potent 

force in challenging or reaffirming these gendered expectations, making it critical to study how 
Minangkabau adolescents engage with these competing narratives (Miswardi et al., 2024). 

An anthropological approach is particularly suitable for understanding the intersection between 
Islamic education and digital identity, as it allows for an in-depth examination of cultural practices, 
beliefs, and social interactions (Wahid, 2024). By conducting ethnographic research, this study will 
explore the lived experiences of Minangkabau adolescents as they navigate the dual influence of 

traditional Islamic education and the digital world. The study will look at how social media acts as 
both a mirror and a mold for identity, reflecting existing cultural and religious beliefs while 
simultaneously shaping new understandings and expressions of self. Through interviews, participant 
observation, and analysis of social media content, this research will explore how Minangkabau 
adolescents use social media to articulate their religious beliefs, assert their cultural identity, and 
negotiate the pressures of modernity. 

In examining the historical trajectory of Islamic education in Minangkabau, this study will delve 
into how these educational institutions have adapted to changing social, political, and technological 
landscapes, and how they have influenced the development of Minangkabau youth identity. 
Historically, pesantren have been bastions of Islamic knowledge, providing a space for intellectual, 
moral, and social development. Over time, these institutions have evolved, incorporating modern 
educational practices while striving to preserve the core values of Minangkabau Islamic traditions. 

This evolution is crucial in understanding the current challenges faced by adolescents in balancing 
their digital lives with their cultural and religious heritage. How do pesantren in Minangkabau 
approach the issue of digital technology in their teachings? Are there efforts to integrate social media 
literacy into their curricula, or is there resistance to the influence of the digital world? 
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The digital identity of Minangkabau adolescents is not only shaped by their personal use of social 
media but also by the broader social dynamics of the community. Peer influence, family expectations, 
and community norms all play significant roles in shaping how young people present themselves 
online and how they manage the tension between traditional values and digital realities 
(Mahmudulhassan, 2024). This study aims to understand these dynamics, exploring how social media 

is used as a tool for self-expression and how it intersects with the expectations placed upon young 
people by their families and communities. 

By exploring the impact of social media on the digital identity of Minangkabau adolescents in the 
context of Islamic education, this research will contribute to the broader field of anthropology, 
education, and digital media studies. It will provide valuable insights into how traditional cultural 
practices and modern technological advances intersect in the lives of youth in a rapidly globalizing 

world. Additionally, it will offer policy recommendations for educators, community leaders, and 
parents on how to support Minangkabau adolescents in navigating the complexities of digital identity 
while remaining grounded in their cultural and religious roots. Ultimately, this study will contribute 
to a deeper understanding of how young people today are negotiating their place in both the digital 
and traditional worlds, and how they are redefining what it means to be a Minangkabau Muslim in 
the 21st century. 

 

Methods 

This research adopts a qualitative literature review approach to explore the intersection of Islamic 
education, digital identity, and the influence of social media on Minangkabau adolescents. The focus 

of the study is to understand how the historical development of Islamic education in the 
Minangkabau region has shaped the current digital identity of its adolescents, particularly as it 
pertains to their engagement with social media platforms. By utilizing an anthropological 
perspective, this study aims to examine how social media serves as a space for identity formation and 
transformation among Minangkabau youth while being influenced by the traditional values of Islamic 
education (Afifi & Yufriadi, 2024). 

Research Design and Approach 
This study employs a qualitative approach rooted in anthropological theory, aiming to understand 
cultural and social processes as they relate to Islamic education and digital identity in the 
Minangkabau context. Rather than relying on primary data collection, this research synthesizes 
existing literature from both academic sources and cultural studies, analyzing scholarly articles, 
books, and ethnographic studies related to the history of Islamic education in the Minangkabau region 

and the role of social media in shaping the digital identities of adolescents (Ilham & Syauqi, 2025). 

The qualitative literature review method is employed to map and analyze key findings from 
various studies, focusing on two main areas: (1) The history and evolution of Islamic education in the 
Minangkabau region and its ongoing impact on contemporary educational practices and youth 
development; (2) The development of digital identity among Minangkabau adolescents, particularly 
how the use of social media platforms has contributed to the formation and negotiation of personal 

and social identities in the digital age. 

Literature Selection Criteria 
The literature reviewed for this study includes a broad spectrum of works from various disciplines, 
such as anthropology, history, education, and digital media studies. Specifically, the following criteria 
were used to select relevant literature: (1) Historical studies on Islamic education in Minangkabau, 
focusing on its establishment, development, and its interaction with local culture; (2) Contemporary 

studies on digital identity, including the role of social media platforms like Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, and TikTok, in the self-perception and socialization of adolescents, especially in the context 
of Minangkabau society; (3) Ethnographic and anthropological studies that offer insight into the 
cultural practices of the Minangkabau community, particularly how Islamic values influence the 
identity of youth in the context of globalized digital spaces; (4) Interdisciplinary studies that examine 
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the intersection of traditional cultural education and digital media as forces of social change within 
the Minangkabau community. 

Inclusion of literature was based on its academic rigor, relevance to the Minangkabau context, and 
its contribution to understanding the cultural dynamics of education and identity in a digital society. 
The review considers publications from the past two decades, ensuring a focus on recent trends and 

scholarly contributions. 

Data Collection 
The data collection process for this literature review involved identifying and accessing a range of 
academic databases, library archives, and online sources, such as: (1) Google Scholar and JSTOR for 
peer-reviewed journal articles on Islamic education and digital identity; (2) Anthropological and 
educational databases, including those focused on Southeast Asia, for ethnographic studies and 

historical accounts of Minangkabau education; (3) Books and monographs written by scholars 
specializing in Indonesian culture, Minangkabau society, and Islamic education; (4) Dissertations and 
theses from universities focusing on Minangkabau studies, youth culture, or digital media. 

The literature was assessed for its relevance to the research questions and the extent to which it 
provided an anthropological framework for understanding the intersection of traditional Islamic 
education and digital identity formation. Studies that addressed the changing educational landscape, 

the role of religion in digital spaces, and the impact of social media on youth identity in Muslim 
communities were prioritized (Aldi & Khairanis, 2025). 

Analysis and Synthesis of Literature 
The collected literature was analyzed using thematic analysis to identify recurring patterns, trends, 
and key insights about Islamic education and digital identity. This process involved: (1) Identifying 
key themes in the literature, such as the history and cultural significance of Islamic education in the 

Minangkabau region, the influence of traditional Islamic principles on modern education, and the role 
of social media in shaping adolescent identity; (2) Categorizing literature into thematic groups, such 
as "Islamic educational philosophy," "Minangkabau socialization and identity," "the impact of digital 
media on youth," and "anthropological perspectives on digital identity."; (3) Synthesizing the findings 
to explore how historical Islamic educational practices continue to influence Minangkabau 
adolescents' engagement with social media and how digital identity is shaped by both traditional and 

modern forces. 

By examining the relationship between Islamic education and the digital identities of adolescents, 
this study seeks to highlight how Minangkabau youth navigate the tensions between maintaining 
cultural and religious traditions and adopting global digital practices. The study also considers the 
impact of social media on their socialization processes, including the negotiation of religious identity, 
gender roles, and community belonging in the digital space. 

Theoretical Framework 
The research is grounded in anthropological theory, which emphasizes the social and cultural 
dimensions of human behavior (Alfurqan et al., 2025). Theories of cultural anthropology and symbolic 
interactionism were applied to understand how Minangkabau adolescents construct and perform 
their digital identities in relation to their cultural and religious backgrounds. Furthermore, the 
framework incorporates media studies perspectives on digital identity formation, recognizing the 

ways in which adolescents negotiate and adapt to the complex digital environment of social media 
platforms. 

By blending anthropological and media studies frameworks, this research not only looks at the 
cultural dynamics of Minangkabau society but also understands how global digital platforms impact 
the local construction of identity, particularly among youth. The focus on social media as both a tool 
for self-expression and a platform for collective cultural engagement is key to understanding the 

digital identity of Minangkabau adolescents. 
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Results and Discussion 

The results of this anthropological study provide a deep understanding of the intersection between 
the history of Islamic education and the digital identity of Minangkabau adolescents, particularly in 

relation to their engagement with social media (Basri et al., 2022). The study reveals how the 
traditional framework of Islamic education, which has long played a central role in shaping 
Minangkabau cultural identity, interacts with the rapidly evolving digital landscape, where social 
media platforms have become pivotal in the lives of adolescents. 

Islamic education in the Minangkabau region, historically, has been deeply rooted in pesantren 
(Islamic boarding schools) and the madrasa system, which have served as primary institutions for 

transmitting Islamic knowledge and cultural values. These educational institutions have traditionally 
emphasized the importance of local values, religion, and community cohesion, aligning with the 
Minangkabau cultural principles of "adat basandi syara', syara' basandi kitabullah" (customs based 
on Islamic law, and Islamic law based on the Qur'an). Over time, this educational tradition has shaped 
the moral and social fabric of Minangkabau society, fostering a strong sense of cultural identity and 
adherence to Islamic teachings. 

However, the emergence of social media platforms, particularly in the last two decades, has 
presented new challenges and opportunities for Minangkabau adolescents in terms of their self-
representation and engagement with both local and global cultures (Sabri et al., 2022). Social media 
has become a major influence on the construction of digital identities, offering adolescents a platform 
to express themselves, connect with peers, and engage in global discourses. This study indicates that 
Minangkabau adolescents are increasingly blending traditional Islamic values with contemporary 

digital expressions, navigating the complexities of modernity while maintaining their cultural roots. 

The study found that while Islamic education continues to play a foundational role in shaping the 
moral and religious outlook of Minangkabau adolescents, social media has introduced new 
dimensions to their identity. For instance, adolescents tend to curate their digital presence through a 
combination of religious content, cultural pride, and modern self-expression (Azwar et al., 2024). This 
hybrid digital identity is influenced by the global nature of social media platforms, where Islamic 

teachings coexist with more secular or even countercultural elements, presenting a nuanced blend of 
traditionalism and modernity. Many adolescents use social media to share religious content such as 
Quranic verses, Hadith, and Islamic educational videos, thereby reinforcing their religious identity, 
but at the same time, they are also influenced by global trends in fashion, music, and lifestyle (Rama, 
2025). 

Additionally, the study revealed that social media provides a space for adolescents to engage in 

community-building activities. Minangkabau adolescents actively participate in online forums and 
groups related to Islamic education, culture, and social issues, creating networks that transcend 
geographical boundaries. This digital engagement is often seen as a way to connect with peers who 
share similar values, while also engaging with broader discourses on social justice, gender roles, and 
other relevant topics that resonate with their cultural identity (Efrizon et al., 2022). However, this 
online interaction also poses challenges, as some adolescents face pressure to conform to certain 

ideals or trends propagated on social media, sometimes at odds with their traditional upbringing. 

The study also highlights the role of family and religious leaders in moderating the influence of 
social media on adolescents. Many parents and religious educators are aware of the potential risks 
posed by the unchecked use of social media, including exposure to harmful content or the erosion of 
traditional values. In response, there has been a growing trend towards integrating Islamic teachings 
into digital platforms, such as the creation of online Islamic learning groups and religious content 

specifically tailored to adolescents. This approach aims to provide a safe space for Minangkabau youth 
to explore their faith while navigating the digital world. 

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that the history of Islamic education in the Minangkabau 
region continues to shape the values and beliefs of adolescents, but the rise of social media has added 
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new layers to their digital identities. These adolescents are navigating a complex landscape where 
traditional cultural and religious values coexist with global influences, forging a new sense of self that 
is deeply intertwined with both their local heritage and the globalized digital world. This blend of 
tradition and modernity reflects the dynamic and evolving nature of identity in the digital age, 
offering both opportunities and challenges for the preservation of cultural integrity amidst the 

pressures of globalization. 

The relationship between education, identity, and the digital age has become an increasingly 
relevant subject in understanding the lives of adolescents, especially in societies with strong cultural 
and religious foundations, such as the Minangkabau community in Indonesia. The Minangkabau, 
known for their unique matrilineal social structure and rich Islamic traditions, have witnessed 
significant transformations in both their educational systems and cultural identity, largely driven by 

the influence of digital technology and social media. This discussion explores how the history of 
Islamic education in the Minangkabau region shapes the digital identities of adolescents today, 
focusing particularly on the role of social media in constructing these identities from an 
anthropological perspective (Miller, 2021). 

The Historical Context of Islamic Education in Minangkabau 

Table 1.  Influence of Islam and Islamic Reform Movements on Education in Minangkabau During 

the Colonial Period 

Aspect Description Impact on Education Key Figures 
and 
Movements 

Educational 
Changes 

Islamic 
Influence in 
Minangkabau 

Islam shaped not 
only religion but 
also culture and 
education in the 
region 

Education integrated 
Islamic teachings 
with local customs 

Sheikh 
Burhanuddin 
(17th century), 
traditional 
surau system 

Surau as early 
Islamic 
education 
institution 

Colonial 

Period Context 

Dutch colonial 

rule introduced 
Western 
education systems 
and policies 

Created tension 

between traditional 
Islamic education and 
colonial schools 

Dutch colonial 

government, 
local reformists 

Introduction of 

formal schools 
alongside surau 

Islamic 
Reform 

Movements 

19th-20th century 
reformists aimed 

to modernize 
Islamic teachings 
and align with 
national/global 
changes 

Shift from purely 
religious education to 

include general 
subjects 

Sheikh Ahmad 
Khatib al-

Minangkabawi, 
Abdul Karim 
Amrullah, 
others 

Establishment 
of madrasahs 

and modern 
Islamic schools 

Modernization 

of Education 

Incorporation of 

national curricula 
and modern 
teaching methods 

Broadened 

educational scope 
beyond religious 
studies 

Founders of 

Adabiyah School 
and other 
institutions 

Use of 

blackboards, 
benches, formal 
classrooms 

Educational 
Institutions 

Transition from 
surau to madrasah 
and formal schools 

More structured, 
integrated Islamic 
and general 

education 

Madrasah 
Diniyyah Pasia, 
Adabiyah School 

Curriculum 
combining 
religious and 

secular subjects 
Cultural and 
Religious 
Identity 

Education 
reflected 

Minangkabau’s 

matrilineal culture 

Education reinforced 
Islamic values 
alongside local adat 

Principle: “Adat 

Basandi Syara’, 

Syara’ Basandi 

Kitabullah” 

Education as a 
tool for cultural 
and religious 
continuity 
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and Islamic 
identity 

The Minangkabau's unique matrilineal social structure also played a key role in shaping how 

education was approached within the community (Tuhri et al., 2020). While traditionally, women 
had a central role in the transmission of religious and cultural values, the rise of formal education in 
the colonial era, combined with Western influences, brought challenges to this tradition. As Islamic 
education became more formalized, the Minangkabau gradually adopted Western-style schools, 
which included both religious and secular subjects. Over time, this has led to a blend of Islamic and 
modern education, shaping the educational experiences of Minangkabau adolescents today 

(Sebastian, 2022). 

The Influence of Digitalization on Minangkabau Adolescents 
The digital age has brought forth a transformation in the way young people engage with both their 
cultural and religious identities (Taufiqurrahman & Hidayat, 2021). For Minangkabau adolescents, 
digital technology and social media offer new ways to express, negotiate, and sometimes reshape 
their identities. In many ways, the digital revolution has become an extension of the educational 

process, allowing adolescents to access knowledge, engage with their peers, and explore ideas beyond 
the boundaries of their immediate cultural and geographic context. 

Table 2. Influence of the Digital World on Minangkabau AdolescentsK Cultural Identity and Global 
Engagement 

Aspect Description Impact on 

Minangkabau 
Adolescents 

Examples/ 

Manifestations 

Cultural 

Tensions and 
Challenges 

Globalization 
via Digital 
Media 

Internet and social 
media expose 
adolescents to 

diverse global 
cultural norms and 
values 

Increased 
awareness of 
global trends and 

lifestyles 

Access to 
Western fashion, 
music, social 

behaviors 

Conflict between 
global ideals and 
local traditions 

Matrilineal 
Heritage 

Traditional 
Minangkabau 
culture emphasizes 

matrilineal lineage 
and local customs 

Adolescents 
navigate 
maintaining family 

and cultural 
identity 

Family roles, 
inheritance 
customs, adat 

practices 

Pressure to 
conform to 
traditional roles 

vs. modern 
aspirations 

Influence of 
Social Media 

Influencers promote 
Western ideals of 
beauty, success, and 
social norms 

Shapes self-
perception, 
aspirations, and 
social behavior 

Instagram, 
TikTok 
influencers, 
YouTube 

personalities 

Potential erosion 
of local cultural 
values 

Identity 
Negotiation 

Adolescents balance 
between preserving 
cultural heritage 
and adopting 
globalized identities 

Creates hybrid 
identities blending 
local and global 
elements 

Combining 
traditional dress 
with modern 
fashion 

Tension in 
identity 
formation and 
community 
acceptance 

Cultural 
Preservation 
Efforts 

Community and 
family efforts to 
reinforce 
Minangkabau 
values amidst 
digital influences 

Attempts to 
educate youth on 
adat and cultural 
pride 

Cultural festivals, 
local education 
programs 

Challenges in 
competing with 
pervasive digital 
content 

Social media, in particular, plays a significant role in shaping the digital identities of Minangkabau 
adolescents. Platforms such as Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, and TikTok allow young people to 
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navigate multiple facets of their identities, blending local Minangkabau cultural values with global 
influences (Ilham & Syauqi, 2025). This blending can be seen in how adolescents in the Minangkabau 

region represent themselves online — balancing traditional practices with modern global trends, 

while often adapting them to suit their own social and religious contexts. 

The introduction of social media has also democratized access to information, particularly 
religious and cultural knowledge, for young people. Islamic education, once confined to the walls of 
religious institutions like pesantren, is now accessible on digital platforms (Mustofa et al., 2021). 
Adolescents in Minangkabau can learn and discuss Islamic teachings via YouTube videos, Islamic 
podcasts, and online forums. This shift has allowed for greater diversification in how religious 
knowledge is consumed and discussed, which may sometimes conflict with more traditional, 

authoritative forms of Islamic teaching (Nikmatullah et al., 2023). This situation leads to an 
interesting dynamic where adolescents, exposed to various interpretations of Islam online, must 
navigate between traditional teachings and the modern interpretations they encounter in the digital 
world. 

Moreover, the digital world has also influenced the way Minangkabau adolescents engage with 
the wider world. Globalization, amplified by the internet and social media, has exposed them to 

diverse cultural norms, values, and behaviors, which often challenge traditional local beliefs (Darmini, 
2021). This is especially apparent in how young people in Minangkabau balance their matrilineal 
heritage with the pervasive globalized ideals they encounter online. For instance, social media 
influencers, who may represent Western ideals of beauty, success, and social behavior, can impact 

adolescents’ self-perception and aspirations, potentially creating a tension between preserving 

traditional Minangkabau cultural values and embracing modern, global trends. 

The Role of Social Media in Shaping Digital Identity 
Social media serves as a space where Minangkabau adolescents actively construct and reconstruct 
their identities. The interaction between Islamic values and the use of social media platforms leads to 
a hybrid identity that mixes cultural, religious, and social influences (Ali & Halim, 2023). Adolescents 
may use social media to publicly express their Islamic faith, through the sharing of religious quotes, 

Islamic videos, or even by participating in religious challenges. These online expressions of faith can 
reflect a form of digital piety, where religious identity is not only asserted offline but also crafted 
through online interactions. 

On the other hand, the use of social media platforms also allows adolescents to engage in behaviors 
that may be seen as contradictory to the values of Islamic education (Ikhwan, 2025). For example, 
they might participate in global trends, adopt secular attitudes, or portray lifestyles that challenge 

traditional Minangkabau ideals. This presents an interesting dynamic, as Minangkabau adolescents, 
like their counterparts in other parts of the world, experience a tension between the desire to 
maintain a digital identity that aligns with both global and local values, while also upholding the 
Islamic principles taught to them in their early education. 

This dual engagement adhering to Islamic principles while also being part of the broader global 
digital culture underscores the complexity of digital identity formation in the context of a rapidly 

changing world. Social media acts as both a platform for affirmation of Islamic values and a space for 
experimentation with new forms of identity that might contradict the traditional expectations of the 
Minangkabau community (Kardi et al., 2020). 

Anthropological Perspectives on Digital Identity 
From an anthropological perspective, the use of social media in shaping identity is deeply tied to 
cultural and social processes. The anthropological study of Minangkabau adolescentsK digital 

identities involves understanding how they negotiate their local traditions with globalized influences 
(Wekke, 2024). This negotiation is influenced by various factors, including family, community 
expectations, peer pressure, and the media. The way adolescents present themselves online  the kind 
of content they share, the communities they engage with, and the values they express reveals how 
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they interact with their cultural environment in the context of global interconnectedness 
(Rachmawati et al., 2025). 

Anthropologists view these shifts not just as a result of the internet, but also as part of a broader 
cultural transformation that is driven by historical processes such as the spread of Islam, colonialism, 
modernization, and now digitalization (Safitri et al., 2025). As Minangkabau adolescents adopt social 

media as a space for personal expression and social interaction, they are also engaging in the long-
standing tradition of cultural adaptation and negotiation (Sirait, 2024). Their use of social media 
reflects not just personal identity but also collective identity, shaped by the social, religious, and 
cultural values of the Minangkabau community. 

 

Conclusion 

The history of Islamic education in the Minangkabau region has significantly shaped the values and 
educational systems that continue to influence adolescents today. The advent of social media and 
digital technologies, however, has created new spaces for identity formation, where Minangkabau 
adolescents engage in complex negotiations between traditional religious teachings and globalized 

influences. The digital identities they construct are reflective of this dynamic process, with social 
media acting both as a platform for the expression of Islamic values and a space for exploring new 
identities that challenge conventional cultural norms. As digital technology continues to evolve, 
understanding the intersection between Islamic education, cultural identity, and digital self-
presentation in Minangkabau adolescents will be crucial for anthropologists seeking to understand 
the complexities of contemporary identity in a globalized world. 
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